Transposons to V(D)J Recombination: Evolution of the RAG Reaction.
Evolutionarily, how RAG endonucleases in vertebrate immune systems could shed dangerous transposon-like propensities, and instead, support the organized assembly of antigen receptor variable domains, has been unclear. Recent structural work by Schatz and colleagues (Nature, 2019) identifies features of the RAG endonuclease deemed to be key in supporting this critical change in vertebrate advancement.